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SUBJECT: INTERNAL SAUDI DIFFICULTIES 

1. DURING JULY 20 MEETING, FOREIGN MINISTER ABDALLAH 
AL-ASNAG TOLD ME THAT RELATIONS AMONG RULING GROUP IN 
SAUDI ARABIA PRESENTLY UNCLEAR AND POTENTIALLY UNSTABLE. 
HE NOTED WRYLY THAT WHILE YARG IS FINALLY PUTTING AN END 
TO THE VARUOUS "GOVERNMENTS WITHIN A GOVERNMENT" IN 
YEMEN, SAG IN WAKE OF KING FAISG'S DEATH HAS BECOME A STATE 
OF "KINGDOMS WITHIN A KINGDOM". HE SAID THAT ANYONE 
GOING TO JIDDA OR RIYADH MUST BE SURE TO SPEAK TO ALL 

OF THE TOP LEADERSHIP (KING KHALID, PRINCES FAHD, SULTAN 
AND ABDALLAH) IF HE WANTS TO BE SURE TO BE HEARD AND 
MORE IMPORTANTLY IF HE WANTS TO BE SURE TO AVOID OFFENDING 
ANYONE. 

2. ASNAG CONTINUED THAT WHILE FAHD PLAYS A 
CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE DAY-TO-DAY GOVERNING OF SAUDI 
ARABIA, THE OTHERS ALSO INSIST ON SHARING THE 
POWER. ASNAG OPINED THAT IT IS A "DANGEROUS” SITUATION 
FOR SAUDI ARABIA IN WHICH TO FIND ITSELF 

AND SAID THAT THE REST OF THE ARABIAN PENINSULA 
WILL BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED IF THE SAUDIS ARE SOON NOT 
ABLE TO PUT THEIR INTERNAL HOUSE IN ORDER. ASNAG 
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CONCLUDED THAT HE IS WORRIED ABOUT THE SITUATION IN 
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SAUDI ARABIA BUT IS NOT TALKING ABOUT IT LEST THIS 
KIND OF INFORMATION "GET INTO THE WRONG HANDS'" WHICH 
WOULD CAUSE TROUBLE FOR BOTH SAUDI ARABIA AND YEMEN. 

3. COMMENT. ASNAG IS AN ASTUTE POLITICAL OBSERVER 
AND HIS COMMENTS DELIVERED IN A DISPASSIONATE MANNER 
ARE BEING REPORTED FOR ANY LIGHT IT MIGHT SHED ON THE 
SAUDI SCENE AS OBSERVED BY A FELLOW AND SERIOUSLY 
CONCERNED ARAB. 

SCOTES 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 21 JUL 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975SANA01975 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750251-0434 
From: SANA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750736/aaaabgqu.tel 

Line Count: 71 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 DEC 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: WITHDRAWN <20 AUG 2003 by MartinML, 3.4.X1, 3.4.X6>; RELEASED <23 DEC 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <23 DEC 2003 
by ShawDG>; APPROVED <31 DEC 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INTERNAL SAUDI DIFFICULTIES 
TAGS: PINT, SA, (AL-ASNAG, ABDULLAH) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



